
 
 
 

 
 

3rd International Kochubey Readings  

Private Collections and Digital Technologies 
 

HSE University in St. Petersburg will be holding the 3rd International Kotchoubey Readings 

‘Private Collections and Digital Technologies’ under the patronage of the Kotchoubey family. 

The event is being held on October 8-9, 2020, using the Kotchoubey Centre’s online platform 

(via Zoom), as a series of four thematic sessions. These discussions will consider recent Russian 

and international cases in the application of digital technologies to the work with private 

collections, as well as formats for cooperation in developing, preserving and representing 

collections in the future.  

During each session, the speakers will share their views on key issues and present their own 

cases (15 minutes each), as well as take questions from participants (30 minutes).  

10am-12pm, 8 October – Session: 'Digital Solutions for Private Collections: Presentation and 

Exhibitions – Formats, Platforms and Projects’  

This section will present the results of the work carried out by the private Museum of Russian 

Icons (Moscow) and the Kadriorg Art Museum (Tallinn, Estonia) in partnership with HSE 

University in St. Petersburg for the digitalization, presentation and promotion of collections of 

Ethiopian Orthodox art and the collection of the Podstanitsky family.  

Representatives of project groups, future historians and cultural managers, will present their 

solutions, while curators, Kadriorg Museum Director Aleksandra Murre and Deputy Director of 

the Museum of Russian Icons Sergey Bogatyrev will discuss the specifics of their projects and 

why they are important for their museums.  

Also taking part in the discussion will be the Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities at HSE University in Perm Dinara Gagarina, who is an expert in digital solutions for 

cultural institutions, as well as the Academic Supervisor of the Master’s programme in ‘Digital 

Humanities’. 

Moderator – Alexei Kraikovski. 

Working language: Russian. 

12.30pm-2pm, October 8 – Session: ‘Exhibitions: Traditional or Virtual?’ 

This session will open an in-depth discussion of the various approaches to public presentations 

of private collections. How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted on the digitalization of 

museums and their exhibition activities? Is it possible to evaluate online/offline format of 

exhibitions on a ‘good/bad’ scale? What exhibitions can only be done in a single format and 

why? Can virtual exhibitions remain in demand after visitors return to museum venues? These 

are just some of the questions to be discussed at this session.  



 
 
 

 
 

Discussion participants:  

 Vladimir Opredelenov, Deputy Director of Digital Transformation (CDTO), Pushkin State 

Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow; 

 Olga Sviblova, Director, Multimedia Art Museum, Moscow;  

 Irina Guzevich, Researcher Fellow, Centre Maurice Halbwachs, France. 

Moderator – Irina Matvienko. 

Working language: Russian. 

10am-11.30am, October 9 – Session: ‘Digital Technologies and Family Heritage: Opportunities 

and Instruments’ 

This section will provide a wide-ranging discussion of how digital technologies can be used in 

processing family collections. Special consideration will be given to both ‘serious’ collectors 

with extensive experience and representatives of the museum community, as well as those 

who have yet to consider their family holdings as ‘collections’.  

Questions for discussion:  

 Is there a place for private family histories in the century of total digitalization? Where is 

the boundary between the concept of ‘family’ and ‘public’?  

 How valuable can digitalization of family collections be for museums?  

 How to transform small, loosely knit family archives into a large text corpora with their 

distinct voice and style?  

Discussion participants:  

 Alexandre de Vogue, Co-owner, Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte, France;  

 Joost Schokkenbroek, Executive Director, Vancouver Maritime Museum, Canada;  

 Anastasia Pavlovskaya, Editor, ‘Prozhito’ Center for the Study of Ego Documents, 

European University at St. Petersburg.  

Moderator – Aleksandra Murre. 

Working language: English, with simultaneous  translation into Russian 

12pm-1.30pm, October 9 – Session: ‘Collaboration without Borders’ 

This session will consider the various options available for exhibiting private collections using 

multimedia formats, as well as the possibilities for cooperation between private collectors with 

leading digital platforms that popularize cultural and historical heritage. A wide range of 

questions will be posed regarding the changing role of digital technologies in creating and 

supporting connections between the world of private collections and potential partners from 

other sectors:  



 
 
 

 
 

 What digital instruments can be used in partnership efforts? Do they depend on the 

type of partnership and, in turn, how do they determine the format to be used?  

 How can museums, collectors and digital platforms help each other in digitalization 

processes?  

 Is there ‘total digitalization’ in terms of private collections, museums and digital culture 

projects – barriers and negative factors?  

Discussion participants: 

 Vadim Vankov, Director, Department for Information and Digital Development un the 

Russian Ministry of Culture, Curator of Культура. РФ and Artefact Projects (tbc);  

 Irina Smirnova, Curator of Scientific, Educational and Cultural Projects, Panasonic 

Russia; 

 Egor Yakovlev, Director, izi.TRAVEL in Russia. 

Moderator – Vladimir Opredelenov. 

Working language: Russian. 

 

You can visit the event webpage on Kotchoubey Centre’s site at:  

https://kc.hse.ru/en/kc_event/iii-kotchoubey-readings-2020/  

Although participation in the online conference is free, participants must register. Registration 

will be held until October 7 (inclusive). The event webpage has a section ‘HOW TO TAKE PART’ 

where participants can register for each session that is interesting for them. To confirm your 

involvement, an automatic response will be sent to your e-mail (check your SPAM box just in 

case) with a special code to join the conference session. This message should arrive one hour 

prior to the start of the event.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Organizing Committee by sending an e-mail to: 

cultura_kc@hse.ru. 
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